INTRODUCTION:
Studies on varied economic uses of plants among the primitive human societies bring to light numerous little known uses of plants, some of which have the potential of wider usage in modern medicine. About 80m percent of India's population live in villages and a considerable proportion comprises of tribals living in remote forest areas, to explore the rich potential mine of such knowledge among the Malayan tribe of Thrissur district, kerala a survey was conducted.
Malayans form the majority of the tribal population of Thrissur District. Five locations from this district were selected asked on the availability of informants and specimens.
They were chimminy, Marottichal, Sholayar, vazhachal and Vazhani. Information were gathered from selected reliable informants from each locality. For the correct identification and future reference, voucher specimens were collected.
Rheumatism is a popular term for any of various painful conditions of the joints and muscles, characterized by inflammation, stiffness etc., including rheumatoid arthritis, bursaitits and neuritis, Information on 15 plant species used against such conditions, could be gathered. They constitute common plants used around their dwellings, the plants used and the details about the preparation of the medicine and mode of use are described below. pages 264 -265 
